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UM VARSITY DOWNS ALUMNI
24-11 TO END SPRING DRILLS

sports
Information Services

rosenthal/sb
5-9 -77
spor ts sta te

+

Big Sky

University of Montana • Missoula, Montana 59812 • ( 406) 243-2522

MISSOULA - -The University of Montana varsity football team completed spring drills with a 24-11
thumping of the alumni Saturday in the 5th annua l UM alumni game.
quarterback
Led by a sparkling performance by walk-on/Tim Kerr, the Grizzli es amassed more 350-yards
to subdue a highly touted alumni team.

Kerr, a transfer from Carrol.! College in Helena and

a former Missoula Sentinel High School standout, drew the starting job while injured Mike
Roban was forced to watch from the sidelines.

Kerr completed 12 of 18 passes for more than

150 yards, threw one touchdown pass to flanker Joe Gelaskoska and ran another, as the Grizzlies
displayed a well-balanced offensive attack.
"The offense was outstanding and we are very happy with the progr ess they made this spring ,
offensive coordinator Dave Nickel said.

"Tim. Kerr really came on and made the offense mesh.

He worked hard this spring and his determination paid off," Nickel said .
number one quarterback is Tim Kerr.
added .

"Right now our

Pat Sul l ivan also did a good job at quarterback," Nickel

"Mike Roban will have a real fight on his hands for the starting job this fall."

Nickel also had words of praise for the receivers and the offensiv e line.
played very well and the line did a great job against a tough defens e .

"The receivers

Our quarterback wasn't

sacked once in the game and the linemen deserve the credit for providing good protection."
The varsity presented a mixed bag offensiv ely , relying on the pass in the first half
and going with the rushing game in the second half.
keep in on the ground for most of the second half.
-more-

A heavy wind also forced the Griz to
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Nickel said he was especially pleased with a field long drive that culminated in a
Grizzly score with less than a minute left in the second quarter.
"We showed the ability to drive the length of the field and work the clock effectively
to get the score," Nickel said.

"That proves to us if a game is close and we're behind, in

the fourth quarter, we have a chance to win."
The Grizzlies did not allow an alumni score until late in the fourth quarter when former
UM running back Bob Smith took it in from the three-yard line.
conversion.

Smith also ran in the two-point

UM' s final touchdown was a seven-yard run by Wayne Harper at the beginning of the

fourth quarter.
The two teams exchanged field goals in the second half.

Bruce Carlson kicked a 22-yarder

in the third quarter for the varsity and former UM kicking star Dan Worr e ll booted a 40-yarder
for the alums.
"The defense also did an excellent job," Nickel pointed out.
never broke.

"They bent a little but they

There was a lot of unity out there and the interceptinns by Greg Dunn and Barry

Sacks were the defensive highlights of the afternoon."
Nickel said the players were very receptive to new thoughts and idea s during the five-week
period.

"We saw a lot of positive things this spring and I think we'll have a very exciting

football team next fall."
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